SUMMARY OF TECHNICAL &
SCIENTIFIC SUB-COMMITTEE:
WEDNESDAY 15" OCTOBER 2025

Meeting held in early October 2025; introductions made; no declarations of interest.

e Bait digging byelaw:

o

@)
@)
@)

Local authority confirmed it is enforceable but under review.
Concern raised about removing byelaw for cost reasons.
Historical safety justification noted.

Potential for joint agency working discussed.

e MCZ Trawl Management Plan:

@)

@)

@)

Data gaps and mismatches in sampling timelines highlighted.

Limited sample size within the key habitat reduces confidence.
Evidence suggests trawling impacts the protected feature, but dataset is
imperfect.

Debate over whether more data or more accurate data is needed.
Consideration of alternative sediment types for fishing.

Agreement to compile all information and hold an additional meeting
before year-end.

¢ Updates:

o

o O O O

National review ongoing on potential lobster trial; possible future landing
size increase.

Netting permit byelaw QA completed.

V-notching programme’s second year completed successfully.

Full nephrops survey dataset gathered using standard methodology.
National MPA consultation may affect local districts; response
submitted.

¢ Next steps:

o

o

Collate all relevant documents for sub-committee.
Schedule additional meeting in mid-October.



