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Northumberland IFCA Perlwmkle Gatherflng Code of Conduct

Collecting periwinkles in large numbers has the potential to damage
seaweed and animals found on the rocky shore. Bird life can also be
harmed by taking their food resources and causing disturbance.

PURPOSE

To reduce these impacts the guidelines listed below should be
followed by any person removing periwinkles. These guidelines apply to
the coastline from the River Tyne to the Scottish border.

‘cli]|»)28]'|2511. Do not create unnecessary disturbance:

. Rocks that are moved to search for or collect periwinkles
should be replaced

. Care should be taken not to damage or displace any living
organism

. Avoid bird disturbance in important feeding and resting areas.

2. Only collect periwinkles above 12 mm (minimum size taken by
local wholesalers) to avoid taking juvenile periwinkles.

3. Sort out and return small periwinkles (under 12mm) as close as
possible to area of collection. Northumberland IFCA recommends
using a sieve or riddle constructed of rigid mesh or bars spaced
at least 12 mm apart to separate out smaller winkles.

4. Periwinkles should be measured across the height of the shell
from tip to tip (see diagram).

5. Only collect edible periwinkles and no other similar looking
species (see guide below).

Periwinkles are usually black/
dark grey-brown in colour with a -
EDIBLE white interior around the mouth. |

PERIWINKLE :Ihg? are usually around 2-3 cm |

GUIDE They have a smooth or slightly
ribbed shell which extends to a
pointed tip.
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Northumberland IFCA will monitor the collection of periwinkles to check whether the points
listed above are followed. If they are not, this may result in the application of statutory measures.
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